The Basler Avisblatt, one of many intelligence news- interests, to spin the socioeconomic web of a town in  considered for closer systematic and content-related

papers that became popular in the eighteenth century,

transition, from early modernity to the industrial age. studies so far.

contains all kinds of classified advertisements, for The huge mass of information found in seemingly By using digital tools and computational methods,
selling books, renting rooms, offering jobs or looking innumerable advertisements - intelligence news- we want to facilitate an extensive and comprehensive
for lost poodles. It reflects myriads of ways to organise papers like this often appeared over many decades — analysis of the Avisblatt, combining quantitative with
economic exchange, to link persons of complementary  is the main reason why this source type has not been qualitative approaches.

The digitized collection of the Avisblatt,
published in 6625 issues from 1729 to 1844
with a total of 47 495 pages and around
750 000 adverts, has been uploaded into
freizo, an online data base and working
environment by data futures. Every year
and every issue is now available as IIIF
manifest. We enhanced the Mirador an-
notation mask to categorize the single
ads, building up the data base.

Every ad is annotated and classified on a
first level, according to content, type and
transaction mode.

The subprojects can filter subsets after the
first annotation step and, with adapted
masks, classify further, according to re-
search interests.

Up to now, the classification is done ma-
nually. After annotating five years, the
classified advertisements will be used for
machine learning to enable the classifica-
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‘We have trained two different HTR+ mo-
dels for the gothic print before and after
1800 by using Transkribus.

The Character Error Rate of both models
is below 1%, the accuracy of the text re-
cognition is very high.

Given the not standardized writing, text
mining has to deal with irregularities and
build vocabularies that could be useful for
other sources of the same time and area.

The layout of the Avisblatt changes over
the years, switching between one, two
and three columns, with multi-comlumn
or multi-page ads and special layouts for
price lists, annual indices etc.

‘We are currently training a layout model
with dhSegment that aims at a combi-
nation of automated layout recognition
and post processing. The resulting coor-
dinates for the single advertisements are
fed into Transkribus, generating full text

tion of all adverts in the whole corpus on f page xml on advert level.

a first level.
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is being transformed into a source that
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for different questions, using different
subsets. While Susanna Burghartz is in-
terested in the comments of the editors,
a family of the pious Herrenhuter com-
ot TRl munity, Alexander Engel focuses on the
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