
Futhark

Vol. 7 · 2016

International Journal of Runic Studies

Main editors
James E. Knirk and Henrik Williams

Assistant editor
Marco Bianchi



© Contributing authors 2017
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License (CC BY 4.0)

All articles are available free of charge at 
http://www.futhark-journal.com 

A printed version of the issue can be ordered through
http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:uu:diva-309051

Editorial advisory board: 
Michael P. Barnes (University College London), Klaus Düwel (University of 
Göttingen), Lena Peterson (Uppsala University), Marie Stoklund (National 
Museum, Copenhagen)

Typeset with Linux Libertine by Marco Bianchi

University of Oslo
Uppsala University

ISSN 1892-0950

Published with financial support from the 
Nordic Publications Committee for Humanist 
and Social Sciences Periodicals (NOP-HS)

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.futhark-journal.com
http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:uu:diva-309051


Contents

Foreword. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5

Bernard Mees. The Hogganvik Inscription and Early Nordic 
Memorialisation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7

Wolfgang Beck. Die Runeninschrift auf der Gürtelschnalle von Pforzen 
als Zeugnis der germanischen Heldensage? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29

Luzius Thöny. The Chronology of Final Devoicing and the Change of *z 
to ʀ in Proto-Norse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  47

Helmer Gustavson. Två runristade kopparamuletter från Solberga, 
Köpingsvik (Öl Fv1976;96A och Öl Fv1976;96B)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  63

Elena A. Melʹnikova. A New Runic Inscription from Hagia Sophia 
Cathedral in Istanbul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  101

Jana Krüger and Vivian Busch. The Metrical Characteristics of Maeshowe 
Runic Inscription No. 20  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  111

Short notices
Juliana Roost. An Inscribed Fibula from Basel-Kleinhüningen? . . . . . . . . .  127
Charlotte Boje Andersen and Lisbeth M. Imer. Ydby-stenen (DR 149) 

genfundet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  131
Jan Owe. Åsa, en mö i Skänninge (Ög 239) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  137
Magnus Källström. Till tolkningen av runorna på ett dryckeskärl från 

Lund (DR EM85;474A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  143
Per Stille. Johan Bures runtavla och dess titel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  149

Reviews
Martin Findell. Runes. Reviewed by Mindy MacLeod  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  155
Heikki Oja. Riimut: Viestejä viikingeiltä. Reviewed by Kendra Willson  . .  158
Wolfgang Krause. Schriften zur Runologie und Sprachwissenschaft. 

Reviewed by Martin Hannes Graf  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  164
Klaus Düwel. Runica minora: Ausgewählte kleine Schriften zur 

Runenkunde. Reviewed by Patrik Larsson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  170
Irene García Losquiño. The Early Runic Inscriptions: Their Western 

Features. Reviewed by Martin Hannes Graf  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  174
Lisbeth M. Imer and (photo) Roberto Fortuna. Danmarks runesten: En 

fortelling. Reviewed by Anne-Sofie Gräslund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  181



Florian Busch. Runenschrift in der Black-Metal-Szene: Skripturale 
Praktiken aus soziolinguistischer Perspektive. Reviewed by Martin 
Findell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  186

Contributors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  193



An Inscribed Fibula from  
Basel-Kleinhüningen?

Juliana Roost (University of Basel)

In his 2004 article “Kontinentalgermanische Runeninschriften und ‘ala-
man nische Runenprovinz’ aus archäologischer Sicht”, Max Martin men-
tions an inscribed bow-fibula from grave 115 of Basel-Klein hüningen, 
citing it as one of only five examples of runic inscriptions on a typical 
early Merovingian fibula with semi-circular head plate and rectangular 
foot. This type is very well attested and dates to the last quarter of the 
sixth century (Martin 2004, 178). All other fibulas with runic inscriptions 
show so-called Nordic influence and feature rectangular head plates and a 
foot shaped as an oval or an animal head (Martin 2004, 178 f.).

The other four inscriptions on the same type of bow-fibula are on a pair 
from München-Aubing grave 303, as well as on one fibula each from Plei-
dels heim grave 20 and Hohenstadt. All four have been discussed in runo-
logical literature but two have only illegible or uninterpretable inscriptions 
(cf. e.g. Waldis pühl 2013, 286 f., 278, 301; concerning Pleidelsheim see the 
new reading and interpretation in Nedoma 2015, 312, no. 57). 

The Basel-Kleinhüningen fibula, however, has not been mentioned in 
any runo logical literature of which I am aware other than Martin’s article. 
This lacks further information on the runes and cites no literature beyond 
the catalogue of the graveyard in question (Giesler-Müller, 1992), which 
was edited by him. In this catalogue the fibula is described as having 
“eingravierte, teilweise sich kreuzende Linien” (engraved, partially cross-
ing lines, p. 106) on the back of the fibula; these are not referred to as 
runes or any other type of writing in the catalogue. Nor is it made clear 
whether the scratches are deemed to be intentional, originating from later 
wear or tear, or perhaps even of modern origin.
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The fibula is kept at the Historisches Museum Basel, the curator of 
which, Pia Kamber, kindly allowed me to examine the object.1 While 
the scratches mentioned in the catalogue can easily be seen on a photo-
graph (cf. fig. 1), this is not enough to determine their nature. Personal 
inspection makes it immediately apparent that the fibula was rigorously 
cleaned, presumably shortly after its excavation in the 1930s: the traces 

1 I would like to thank Pia Kamber and her conservation team at the Historisches Museum 
Basel for their hospitality and their valuable feedback.

Fig. 1. Reverse of the bow-fibula from grave 115 of Basel-Leinhüningen showing traces of 
a cleaning process as clear scratches. © Historisches Museum Basel.
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of this cleaning process can be seen in the form of thin lines on both the 
front and back of the buttons, and wider lines on the inside of the bow 
and the foot. The back of the head plate is scratched all over with lines of 
various depths and widths. The lines on the head plate are the only ones 
that could feasibly be taken to represent intentional carvings.

The scratches are all of similar width, which suggests they were pro-
duced by the same instrument. The depth varies, however, indicating the 
application of uneven degrees of pressure. The majority of the lines are 
straight, alongside a few curved ones which tend to be shallower. The 
lines on the head plate are radially arranged around the semi-circle and 
crossed by a few straight and curved lines. It is striking that many lines do 
not appear to have a distinct and intentional end point. This lack of clear 
intent, as well as the radial arrangement, indicates that we are dealing 
with the marks of overenthusiastic cleaning rather than intentional writ-
ing. This is further corroborated by the pattern of wear and corrosion. 
The front of the fibula is rubbed nearly smooth at the bow, indicating not 
only heavy use but also that any corrosion would have occurred later. 
Since there is a higher concentration of lines in areas where the corrosion 
remains, with the scratches on top, they cannot date from the period of 
use. It can be concluded that this fibula is not inscribed and should not be 
con sidered a member of the aforementioned group of fibulas with semi-
circular head plate, rectangular foot and runic inscription, which should 
consist of only four fibulas from three different graves.
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